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You must answer on the enclosed answer booklet.

You will need: Answer booklet (enclosed)

INSTRUCTIONS

 ● Answer all questions.

 ● Follow the instructions on the front cover of the answer booklet. If you need additional answer paper, 

ask the invigilator for a continuation booklet.

 ● Dictionaries are not allowed.

INFORMATION

 ● The total mark for this paper is 50.

 ● The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [ ].
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Section A: Language change

Question 1

Read Texts A, B and C.

Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed 

over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to 

ideas and examples from your wider study of language change. [25]

Text A 

Extracts from the women’s clothing section of an international fashion retailer’s website in 2020.

 Jumpsuits

Feeling bold? 

 For YouTube-fitness-star vibes, add a pristine white pair of trainers 

to top off the look.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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 Text B

 Ten of the top collocates for ‘squad’ from the Early English Books Online corpus (1470s–1690s) 

and the iWeb corpus (2017) 

‘squad’

1470s–1690s

‘squad’

2017

soldiers league

awkward player

police season

small club

cavalry championship

policemen coach

members football

troopers cup

sergeant match

mounted tournament
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 Text C

 n-gram graph for allrounder and all-rounder (1900–2019)
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Section B: Child language acquisition

Question 2

Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation between James (age 4 years) and 

his mother. They are at home, playing with toy houses and characters.

Analyse ways in which James and his mother are using language in this conversation. In your answer, 

you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples from your 

wider study of child language acquisition. [25]

Mother:  how do you know that its stuarts house and bobs1 house↗ 

James: because (2) it has stuarts name on here (.) and it has bobs name on here

Mother:  what does stuarts name begin with↗

James:  /stjə/

Mother: /stjə/↗ [laughs] whats at the beginning

↗

James: /s/

Mother: good boy

James: im going to be bob (1) you can come to my house if you want

Mother: id love to (.) can i bring my boomerang↗

James: yep if you want

Mother: i do (.) i promise not to throw it though so it doesnt knock over your bicycle 

(.) why have you got a bicycle in your house bob

↗

James:  i dont know the question (.) i have no idea (3) seriously mummy i dont 

know why

Mother:  oh okay (1) can i have a cup of tea if i come to your house↗

James: (1) yeah

Mother: yeah and maybe a cookie (.) any cookies↗

James: yeah theres some in the drawers

Mother: is there

James: yeah

Mother: amazing (.) do the drawers open↗

James: no they dont actually open

Mother: right let me (.) pour this cup of tea <mother makes a noise as if pouring 

water> thats a delicious cup of tea bob (.) thank you
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James: i need to get a cup <James looks for a cup in the kitchen> (4) i cant find 

any

Mother:  dont worry we can pretend can’t we

↗

James:  yes we can pretend

Mother: would you like milk with your tea↗

James:  yeah the milk is a good choice 

Mother: is it↗

James:  yeah the milk in my house is really good

Mother: what makes your milk so special

↗
James: because (1) its (.) because (.) i dont actually have milk (1) its (.) its made 

out of hot chocolates

Mother:  ha ha that sounds amazing (.) i dont think i want hot chocolate in my tea 

though (.) it sounds a bit strange (.) you can get hot chocolate in coffee 

though (.) did you know that↗

James:  no

 1 stuart and bob: the toy characters James is playing with

TRANSCRIPTION KEY

(1) = pause in seconds

(.) = micropause

underlined = stressed sound/syllable(s)

// = speech overlap

[italics] = paralinguistic features

<italics>= contextual information 

UPPER CASE = words spoken with increased volume

˚word˚= words spoken with decreased volume  
↗ = upward intonation↗

 = downward intonation 

/wɪv/ = phonemic representation of speech sounds
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS

(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English 2 Pure vowels of English

/ f / fat, rough / i / beat, keep

/ v / very, village, love / ɪ / bit, tip, busy

/ ɵ / theatre, thank, athlete / e / bet, many

/ ð/ this, them, with, either / æ / bat

/ s / sing, thinks, losses / ʌ / cup, son, blood

/ z / zoo, beds, easy / a / car, heart, calm, aunt

/ ʃ / sugar, bush / ɒ / pot, want

/ ʒ / pleasure, beige / ɔ/ port, saw, talk

/ h / high, hit, behind / ə / about, sudden

/ p / pit, top / ɜ / word, bird

/ t / tip, pot, steep / ʊ / book, wood, put

/ k / keep, tick, scare / u / food, soup, rude

/ b / bad, rub

/ d / bad, dim 3 Diphthongs of English

/ g / gun, big / eɪ / late, day, great

/ tʃ / church, lunch / aɪ / time, high, die

/ dʒ / judge, gin, jury / ɔɪ / boy, noise

/ m / mad, jam, small / aʊ / cow, house, town

/ n / man, no, snow / əʊ / boat, home, know

/ ŋ / singer, long / ɪə / ear, here

/ l / loud, kill, play / eə / air, care, chair

/ j / you, beyond / ʊə / cure, jury

/ w / one, when, sweet

/ r / rim, bread

/ ʔ / uh-oh


